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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

Darcy Kuntz

The Neophyte Ceremony, for the Candidate, ended when the
Hierophant stated, "Resu+e your seat in the Nlorthj-Wlest] and remember
that your admission to this Order gives you no right to initiate any other
person without a dispensation from the Greatly Honoured Chiefs of the
Second Order."

While the Candidate was in a heightened state of darkness they would
hear an address, written by Adepts of the Second Order, that helped shed
some light upon their Ceremony of Admission. Other Neophyte Addresses
were read at Equinoctial!or Regular Assemblies. The addresses in this
book are dated from March 1898 to January 1954. All of the addresses,
with the exception of Maim Chioth [Harriet Felkin]'s, were loaned to
members to hand copy and return within three months.

The address by Deo Date Comite Ferro (S.L. Mathers) was hand-written
and read to the Horus Temple in his absence. Even though Mathers states,
"In this address I do not ihtend to charge any of you herewith [the sin of
Spiritual Pride]," I wonder if he was warding off any future attempts at
the Golden Dawn throne, which Westcott left to Mathers when he resigned
from the Order in 1897.

The address by Perseverantia (Paul Foster Case) was the only address
that was published and sold to members of the Order. His address is very
significant because it foreshadows the teaching which he later brought to
his esoteric school, the Builders of the Adytum, in 1922.

The addresses by Aur Mem Mearab [R.W. Felkin] were read after a
Neophyte Ceremony, while the addresses by Maim Chioth were read at
Regular Assemblies. The address by Nunc et Semper (Lilli Geise) is a fine
example of the addresses she read in the American Golden Dawn Temples.

Appendix A contains the Allocution from the Grade of Neophyte
0°=0° of the Smaragdum Thalasses Temple of the Order of the Stella Matutina
and was probably written by Sacramentum Regis [A.E. Waite].

Darcy Kuntz (Fr. D.E.U.)
Calgary, Canada-1997



An Address to Neophytes 0°=0°

Delivered in the Horus Temple, No. 51

Bradford - Vernal Equinox - March 1898

by G.H. Deo Date Comite Ferro [S.L. Mathers] 7°=4°

Vlery] H[onoured] Chiefs of the Horus Temple, V.H. Members of the
Second Order, Officers, and Members of the Horus Temple, No.5.

It gives me great pleasure to address you, though from a distance, on
the occasion of the celebration of this Vernal Equinox of 1898. My best
and heartiest good wishes for the prosperity and welfare of your Temple.

Several years have now rolled by since I had the pleasure of being
with you in the flesh, though in my absence my kind thoughts have
been with you in the Spirit.

I remember well the commencement and Consecration of the Horus
Temple,2 and I congratulate you in being, as you are, a solid and united
Temple today, under the management of Chiefs and Officers who have
worked with and for you from the beginning. Before all things, in any
association of mankind, but most especially so in an Occult Order, is
the link of fraternity.

Important: that is to say, not a mere verbal appellation of Brother or
Sister, but that deep and true feeling of sympathy which those titles are
intended to figure.

In the ordinary Societies of the outer World we find little enough of
this feeling: yet I am ashamed to say that in the many occult associations
of today we find even less: as if the first fruit of Occult Knowledge,
among so many, were but that old and subtle sin of Spiritual Pride,
which at one and the same time causes the beginner to regard his own
progress with self-complacence, and to reproach his neighbour withal
account. "Stand back, for I am holier than thou" is the formula which
as various modes of expression has been the secret canker of every religious
and Occult body in the World. This is why the Sacred Books of all
nations teem with such constant injunctions to charity and mutual
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forbearance. It is this also which is the drawback to the life of the hermit
or anchorite, however self denying he may be on the physical plane.

You will say naturally, "all this is true and has been preached among
all religious sects from time immemorial, why is it necessary to insist
upon it here especially?"

(a) Because the whole tendency of Occult Study and formulas is to
make the Occultist abnormally sensitive to exterior influences,
through the conscious and voluntary development of his or her
psychic faculties. The consequence of this is, that if such
development be not kept sedulously under the control of the Will:
the contact of others will be sufficient for another to be not exactly
of the same opinion on a certain point to raise a feeling of doubt
and jar: and this in the overstrung psychic state of the Occultist
will be at once to send them abut, not as shewing simply that there
is a difference of opinion between them, but that the other must be
in the wrong, because he differs from the Occultist.
(b) In the words that Occult development is too apt to induce the
formula, "I am right because having developed my psychic sense
somewhat: and therefore anyone who thinks differently must be wrong."
(c)Hence soon follows the consequent conclusion of such a method
of thought, which is, "Not only is any person who differs from me,
in the wrong; but what is more he or she must be wicked as well,
because I am certain that I am good."

To put this in plain fashion: is not such a mode of thought ridiculous?
Yet nevertheless it is this which is the curse of the Occultism of today
and which with too many goes hand in hand with their Occult Studies.

True Occultism should not teach intolerance, but on the contrary,
the profoundest sympathy and charity. Without this, you may strive to
arrive at superhuman faculties and wisdom only to find yourself a devil
of pitilessness and self-conceit, instead of an Angel of Mercy and Justice.

For it is not to be supposed that any searcher out of the Divine
Mysteries voluntarily and intentionally gives way to such errors. It is on
the contrary the gradual subtle effect of the growth of Spiritual Pride
which is so dangerous, because it is so difficult to detect, for it is only
when it has reached colossal proportions that it shows itself in its full
hideousness.

In this address I do not intend to charge any of you herewith. I have
only endeavoured to draw your attention to a force which has already
caused so much evil in the Occult Orders of today, our own included.

Once more I wish you all Occult good and prosperity, and I herewith
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send you all kind and heartfelt wishes of fellowship from V.H. Sor]or]
Vestigia Nulla RetrOTsum[Moina Mathers], V.H. Fralter] Ex Animo [Robert
Nisbet], V.H. Sor]or] Psyche [Agnes Nisbet], and the other Officers and
Members of Ahathoor Temple, No.7.

Notes:
1. This address was hand-written by Mathers which he sent to the Horus Temple
in Bradford. It was read to the members on the Vernal Equinox in 1898. Mathers
did not attend the Bradford celebration because he was celebrating the Equinox
in Paris with the Ahathoor Temple.-D.K.
2. The Warrant of the Horus Temple was issued on 10 October 1888 and it was
consecrated in Bradford on 19 October. The original Chiefs were T. H. Pattinson
(Vota Vita Mea) as Praemonstrator, ].L. Atherton (Semper Fidelis) as Imperator,
and Francis Harrison (Quanti et Sapere) as Cancellarius. In November 1892
Westcott had to deal with a number of recalcitrant members. The final outcome
was that Oliver Firth (Volo) refused to change his disrespectful ways and resigned
with his wife, Florence Firth (Volantia) and F. Harrison was suspended from the
Order. Westcott then became the Imperator until he resigned from the Order
in 1897 and was succeeded by T.H. Pattinson. In 1898 the Chiefs were T.H.
Pattinson as Imperator, ].L. Atherton as Cancellarius, and B.E.]. Edwards (Deus
Lux Solis) as Praemonstrator.-D.K.
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An Address to Neophytes 0°=0°

Delivered to the Smaragdum Thalasses Temple, No. 49

New Zealand - No date

Development and the Neophyte Ceremony

by V.H. Aur Mem Mearab [Robert Felkin] 5°=6°

One point in the ceremony through which you have just passed must,
I am sure, have made a marked impression upon you: you were in darkness,
blindfold and bound, and you came to light and liberation.

Now think of this for a moment in the light of development. I well
remember when I first went to the University of Edinburgh hearing a
lecture by the great anatomist Sir William Turner, and in it he referred
to the erect attitude of man. Man has developed from the lower forms of
life: he is now erect, and has complete liberation of the arms from
locomotion for the higher tasks: it means the attainment of the goal of
physical evolution. From the fish, through the amphibian and reptile,
to the four-footed mammal and man, the course of the ascending life
towards the final goal of the erect attitude has proceeded.

But the human intelligence is still in process of evolution. The kind
of evolution which we hope and strive for in you is the perfecting of the
spiritual side, so that the standard of the whole human race may be
raised and brought into more harmonious relation with that which is
holy and Divine.

Now in order to develop this spiritual side of man, as much, if not
more, effort is required as is needed in developing the physical body.
Think for a moment how long it takes to modify a race. You see this
going on day to day, for the New Zealander is really developing into a
New Race, and we cannot but hope that it will be better than the stock
from which it sprang. But if this is to be so, great effort is essential. The
work which we ask you to do in the Order is difficult and needs effort,
for we want to fit you to aid in this alteration and improvement of the
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race and the developing of the spiritual powers, first in yourselves and
then in your friends and Country.

You must have ideals, you must have courage and determination or
you will fail in the work. I do not tell you this to discourage you, but to
show you what a great work we are trying to do and stimulate you to
follow us and to do better than we have done in the past. You have a
better chance of a more rapid success than could be had by those at
work in an Old Country. You have no very fixed traditions to fight
against; but your difficulty lies with the want of real education, for here
people have not learned to think. You find people here bound by petty
trivial things; you live your lives under the eye of your next door
neighbour; you seem to have to explain everything that you do to all
and sundry, and therefore it takes moral courage to live your own lives
and to do right irrespective of any criticism. But then, if you just mind
your own business and care not a rap what your maids or next door
neighbour thinks, you win a big battle and you grow in real moral worth.

And now just a word or two to those who have tonight seen for the
first time the Opening of the Neophyte Ceremony. You noticed the
threefold circumambulation, and as you passed the Hierophant you were
asked to make the Saluting Sign. What you should do is to throw out
your will power so that a circle of power surrounds the hall. As you
cannot go on projecting will power for long, you are told to make a
second sign, or the Sign of Silence, for this stops your will power from
flowing out. You will see later on in the Ceremony how the reverse
circumambulation is made, and this sends out the will power to the
outer world.

After each Ceremony this will power floods the country and it affects
those who are seeking for the light and brings them, after a time, into
contact with some Frater or Soror who may be able to help them. Usually
within a week of this Ceremony we get one or two enquirers: since last
Tuesday I have had three. Some I know think that this Opening
Ceremony might be dispensed with, but after this explanation I trust
they will see why it is important. With few exceptions, no Ceremony
ought to be hurried through. If each would study his or her ritual while
this Opening is being done, they would gain much to their advantage.

At the Mystic Repast please make the Sign of the Enterer towards
the Altar, not to the person opposite you, and do not forget to make the
Sign of Silence at the proper place. You project your will power towards
the Altar and the person on the other side makes the Sign of Silence.
This Mystic Repast is a sign of union, a bond of brotherhood, and we
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all, rich and poor, male and female, form a chain of links; and as every
chain is but as strong as its weakest link, may we all strive to make a
chain that will never break and undivided in our aspirations form a
centre of light that will shine in the world.
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An Address to Neophytes 0°=0°

Delivered to the Srnaragdum Thalasses Temple, No. 49

New Zealand - No date

The Symbology of the Neophyte Ceremony

by V.H. Aur Mem Mearab [Robert Felkin] 5°=6°

The Neophyte Ceremony which you have just passed ought, I think,
to have made an impression upon you which you will ever remember.
Doubtless it has seemed strange to you and you may well be wondering
what its real import is. At the end of the ritual which will be given to
you presently there is an Allocution! which I trust you will study with
care, for it contains much food for careful thought. But just now I want
to say a few words to you about the broad symbology of the Neophyte
Ceremony.

Ere you were born your body was prepared for you to use; you were in
darkness in parental existence, you knew nothing of what would happen
after birth, nor of the struggle for existence which you would have to
undergo. As an unborn babe you were just a creature without a mind,
but you were played upon by all hopes and fears, the joys and sorrows,
the emotions and diseases may be, of your mother.

In passing, this is a hint of the care needed for the pre-natal life of an
infant, a thing usually paid no attention to by thoughtless individuals.
Now at birth you come from darkness into light. Also you obtain
something far more important; the Divine Spirit enters you, and you
become "a reasonable soul in human flesh subsisting." Compare this for
a moment with what happened to you in this Ceremony: you came into
the Temple blind and restricted; you were purified and consecrated several
times, and you came to the light. Just a repetition of what took place ere
your birth. And now you are in the light: you see strange costumes, you
see unfamiliar devices: it is all so strange and you naturally wonder what
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it all me,ans.Well, it will take you some long thought and consideration
to learn all you may learn from this Neophyte Ceremony.

Sometimes I confess I feel a';~ery'gre';-tresponsibility when giving the
Obligation. At that time one feels very much both the past and the
future of the Candidate, and one cannot help feeling anxiety as to what
the result upon the Candidate may be. Will he or she be the better for
it? Will the Candidate make the new start in life that should take place?
All sorts of such like ideas impress upon the mind. One thing, however,
is certain, no one can pass through this Ceremony unchanged, either
for good or for evil: the result rests with the Candidate; a change has
taken place, and the future progress is steady, earnest, conscientious
and unselfish, life will be very different in the future and no one will
regret having made, as it were, a leap in the dark.

One does not wish to say too much to the Candidate, but one or two
things may be useful.

Why, for instance, are you purified and consecrated more then once?
Do you yet realise that you have more than one body? You have the
material body, the bones and the flesh: then you have the etheric body,
that principle which holds all together, which causes the body to grow
and which repairs waste. Then you have the astral body, which, for the
moment, we may call the mental body. Each of these must be purified,
and all this was done before the hoodwink was removed. But when
between the Pillars you had the fourth and final purification, at a time
when your eyes were open and when you could more or less realise what
was taking place. This was the purification of the Ego or "I" body.

So far we have done for you all we can: it now rests with you to take
advantage of what we have done and to make mar our work. Weare all
ready to aid you, to help you and to teach you, but it rests with you to
take advantage of what we offer.

Our Order gives you a very definite education, and a word of warning
may now be given. You will have certain things to learn, and I beg of
you to learn them once and for all. Do not simply cram them up for an
examination, but make them part of yourselves so that you may never
forget them, Nothing is given you to learn which is not going to be of
great use to you later on. The learning, too, will train your minds, will
increase your brain power, will render you more useful in any work that
you may do.

You may think that it is hard work, but if you reflect it is needful to
strive ere you can attain. It is a test too of your real desire to improve
yourselves: it is a test of your sincerity in joining the Order: it yields us
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a test as to whether we have done right in admitting you are not to our
Mysteries, and shows whether or not you are ready to advance along the
Path which, if you follow it with courage and determination, will be to
you such a crisis in your life that you will count this day as the most
important day in your whole existence.

Be not dismayed if the Path be stony, if you at times feel weary and
faint on the way, for it leads to the summit of the mountain, to true
happiness, where, if you are true and worthy, you may receive the Stone
in which the new Name is written.

Remember this: should at any time doubt assail you, or if you need
explanations, ask and you will always find somebody ready and willing
to help you. Formulate any question you may like to ask, do not come
simply to talk things over. Come with your doubt or difficulty definitely
stated, it saves time and is for your benefit.

Note:
1.Each of R.W. Felkin' s Stella Matutina and A.E. Waite's rndependent and Rectified
Rite grade ceremonies have an Allocution at the end of the ceremony are not a
part of the regular ceremony. The newly initiated candidate was expected to
study the Allocution as part of their studies. The Neophyte Allocution from
the Stella Matutina is printed as Appendix A.-D.K.
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An Address to Neophytes 0°=0°

Delivered to the Smaragdum Thalasses Temple, No. 49

New Zealand - No date

The Constitution of Man

by V.H. Aur Mem Mearab [Robert Felkin] 5°=6°

I intend saying tonight, in addition to a few words of welcome, what
may be useful to you and to other members who have but recently joined
our Order.

We are often asked why there is a fourfold purification and
consecration of the Candidate during this Ceremony. The answer to
this question is very simple when you consider what Man is. He consists
of more than the popular idea of soul or spirit and body. There are in
reality seven principles in his constitution, three higher and three lower,
the seventh being the link which unites the higher and the lower groups.
At present we are concerned only with the three lower principles and
with the connecting link.

First of all there is the mental or physical body-bones and muscles,
etc. Secondly, there is the etheric body-that principle which keeps all
the cells of the physical body together and which has the power of
selecting from the blood those particles needed for nutrition, etc. Then
thirdly there is the astral or double body. These three bodies are purified
and consecrated while you are yet in-darkness, blindfolded and ignorant
of what is going on. Finally, when you are between the Pillars, with
opened eyes, and more or less conscious of what is taking place, the
fourth and last purification and consecration takes place: this time it is
the "I" body-the Self. The possession of an "I" body places you in
contradistinction to minerals, plants, and animals: they cannot say "I
am"; but you can.

Everything that you see as you stand with opened eyes between the
Pillars-the lights, robes, etc.-all have a definite meaning which will
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become more apparent to you as you progress in the Order. Your path of
progress will mean study and training, not the assimilation of knowledge
for knowledge's sake, but for the fitting-of yourself in order to be able to
help others. Learn your lectures once and for all, not merely so as to pass
the examinations: make them a part of yourself, for everything in them
will be of use to you later in. Make the knowledge you acquire part of
yourself, for, although you may not as yet quite understand the purport
of what you are learning, the symbols therein will make a very definite
impression upon you.

Then there is meditation, which is a very important part of your
training. It teaches you, for one thing, how to think, a thing that the
majority of people do not seem to know how to do: they live for the
moment, not making use of their opportunities. When the brain is idle,
as, for instance, when you are sitting in the back of a automobile during
a long drive, make use of it: do not be satisfied unless you make some
progress in Occult knowledge every day.

Then, too, you must learn to think backwards. I At the end of the
day think back at what you have done, noting accomplishments and
also your mistakes, determining to improve upon the former and to
rectify the latter. This is the method to user- "I went to bed. What was
I doing before then? I was talking or perhaps reading (as the case may
be). What was I doing before then?" And so on, from point to point
backwards throughout the day until you come to the point in the morning
when you awoke from sleep. After some practice you can ask yourself
the question, "What was I doing before I awoke?" And you will discover
that you will be able to find out what you were doing when you were
asleep and thus unite your living life with your subconscious life. About
a third of your existence is spent in a sleeping state, some eight out of
every 24 hours, and normally you know next to nothing about that
period of time. All thoughts, all actions, all knowledge acquired, in fact
everything that happens to you during the day, is transferred to the
subconscious self, which in turn at night transfers it to your True Self
which does not reside in the body, but it outside it. It is very important,
therefore, to realise that you are building outside yourself. To those who
would say that this is against the teaching of Scripture I would quote,
"And their angels do ever behold the face of My Father in Heaven."

There is a Trinity above and below: before you entered this world
you were three points in a circle. At birth two of these points incarnated
in the physical body prepared for you-your mind and your subconscious
mind. The other point stayed outside, and this other point, which is
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your Higher Self, is connected with the physical body by a very thin
attenuated line of etheric substance. By this everything that you do or
that is done to you is transmitted to your True.Self during sleep. What
happens at the Obligation' is that your Higher Self comes down and
very nearly touches you. Now under ordinary circumstances a person is
not able till death to come into contact with his Higher Self. The base
line of a triangle is made between the brain or waking consciousness
and the subconscious self. During sleep the subconscious self is in contact
with the Higher Self and is thus character building, forming the base
and one side of the triangle. The third side of the triangle we formulate
for you at the Ceremony you have just been through; and if you wish to
do so you may in time and after much effort draw down your own Higher
Self to converse with you, and so find out from it whence you came,
why you are here at all, and what your real object in this life is. Surely
it is well worth while to find this out and thus to have a certainty,
instead of a pious hope or idea, as to the past, present, and may be the
future too, if God wills.

Note:
1. Pat and Chris Zalewski printed an expanded version of Thinking Backwards'
from the Stella Matutina in 2-5, Secret Teachings of the Golden Dawn: Book II,
The Zelator Rituallo=lQo. Llewellyn, 1992, pp. 117-8.-D.K.
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An Address to Neophytes 0°=0°

Delivered in the Thoth Hermes Temple, No.9'

New York - Vernal Equinox - 21 March 1920

by Frater Perseverantia [Paul Foster Case]

The wisdom of the Rlosicrucian] O[rder] of A[lpha et] O[mega] is
taught in its knowledge lectures and rituals. The rituals are treasure-
chests; the lectures, keys that give access to the riches concealed by
their letter and symbolism. Without the keys you cannot get at the
treasure, no matter how much time you spend in studying the rituals;
and unless you are perfect in your knowledge lectures, you cannot use
the keys.

When you have memorized the text of a lecture, you have not reached
the necessary perfection. Not until you begin to understand what the
lecture really means, why it contains the particular subjects upon which
it treats, and how those subjects apply to the corresponding ritual, do
you even approach to mastery of the knowledge in any grade. You can
commit the Neophyte lecture to memory in less than a day; but I doubt
if you can exhaust its meaning in a lifetime.

Very likely you will experience a sense of disappointment when you
first read it. You may feel like asking yourself, "Is this the secret of wisdom
I have sworn so solemnly never to reveal?"

You are probably more or less familiar with everything mentioned in
its five short sections, and you may be puzzled to account for the insistence
upon secrecy. Here is nothing that you cannot find in Webster's
Dictionary, except the names and numbers of the Hebrew letters, and
the houses and exaltation of the planets. Evidently, if there is a secret,
it is not to be sought in the letter of the text.

I have heard the opinion expressed that these lectures are not
particularly important; but that opinion is a flat contradiction of the
statement recently made by our present Arch-Magus that even the
slightest details of our curriculum are significant. It has also been said

16



that we are obliged to keep these seemingly exoteric matters secret simply
as a kind of training, so that if we are faithful in little, as it were, we may
prove our right to be entrusted with-much. There may be a grain of
truth in this, but I prefer to believe that no obligation so binding as the
one you have just taken would be imposed on the members of this Order
unless there were really something to conceal.

It seems to me that in nothing has the wisdom and ingenuity of our
Secret Fratres been more clearly displayed than in the composition of
our textbooks. Accident or treachery may at any time expose their
contents to the profane, but if every word should be published in the
newspapers tomorrow, the secret would not be betrayed.

You must be an initiate of this Order to understand the inner meaning
of its documents. Never forget that in entering its ranks you have become
links in a magic chain. You now partake of a thought-current set in
motion by our Secret Fratres, and its operation upon your finer bodies
puts you in direct contact with a source of knowledge that is not open to
the profane world. From my own experience I can testify that although
I was familiar with most of the knowledge given in the first three grades
of this Order long before my initiation, I have, in the comparatively
short time that I have been a member, gained far more real understanding
than I had been able to acquire during years of outside study. But while
the Secret Fratres are ever ready to communicate the riches of their
hidden wisdom to us, they exact a price. They demand from each of us
the most diligent effort to penetrate behind the letter of our textbooks
to the inner, spiritual significance. They offer the most help to those
who are most eager to help themselves.

Every subject in our curriculum is important. Every step is to be
taken in proper order. Nothing can be slighted, nothing slurred over.
Even this simple Neophyte lecture, if you study it as you should, will
enable you to gain a priceless store of Occult wisdom. Nor is this all.
The very method of study that you must adopt, if you really want to
know what this lecture means, will develop in you those very powers of
the mind which are indispensable to success in practical Occultism. To
give you some hints as to this method is my present aim.

Recall, for a moment, the terms of your preliminary pledge. Do you
remember that it said you must be prepared to take an interest in Egyptian,
Kabbalistic and Christian symbolism? Note the phrase, "to take an
interest." If this Order admitted nobody but those who were already
familiar with the Kabbalah, with the wisdom of the Egyptians, and with
the symbols of Christianity, its membership would be small indeed. Every
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candidate who passes the portal of the Temple is expected to take an
interest. Many must do so by main force at first; but those who persist;
and study in the right way, will soon find themselves enjoying their
work.

Did I say we are expected to take an interest? I meant required; and to
live up to the letter and spirit of that requirement we are pledged by our
solemn obligation to devote ourselves to the serious study of Occult
Science.

To encourage you in living up to that obligation, the Hliereu]s, has
reminded you of the power of perseverance. You do not have to be
mental giants to become practical Occultists. You simply have to do a
certain amount of work every day. As Johnson says, "Yonder palace was
raised by single stones, yet you see its height and spaciousness. He that
shall walk with vigour three hours a day, will pass in seven years a space
equal to the circumference of the globe."

If your progress is halting and uncertain at first, comfort yourselves
with the reflection that even the greatest adepts were once in the very
same position. It has been well said that there is no royal road to anything.
You will need often to remember this, for unless you happen to possess
a rather unusual type of mind, your first steps along the path of Occult
study will be not only difficult, but deadly dull. To all appearances,
these dry details you must learn have no connection whatever with
what you mean by "spiritual development."

At the very outset a new alphabet confronts you-the alphabet of
what is practically a dead language. Some of the letters are so much
alike that you can hardly tell the difference between them. Before you
can learn to write them you have to reverse the habits of years. You
have to train your hand and eye to work from right to left, and your first
attempts are sure to be far from successful. Just because of these difficulties,
however, learning the Hebrew alphabet is one of the best possible
exercises to prepare you for success in practical Occultism. By the time
you can really read Hebrew, and write it quickly and accurately, you will
have accomplished much in the education of your will, by making both
mind and body obey you in unaccustomed ways.

Furthermore, these twenty-two letters with their names and numbers,
are the very foundation of the Holy Kabbalah, or Secret Wisdom of
Israel, which is indispensable to the understanding of the principles of
Occult Science. This is not merely my personal opinion. The great
French magus, Eliphas Levi, who was an adept of this Order, says: "Sacred
science includes two things, the doctrine or word, and the works which
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are the final form and fulfilment of the word. The science of signs and
their correspondences is the introduction to the science of the doctrine.
The Kabbalah is the science of signs and their correspondences."

Now, if the Kabbalah be the introduction to Occult Science, the
Hebrew alphabet is the introduction to the Kabbalah. Every letter has a
name, which represents a specific object. Each of these objects is a symbol,
and meditation upon that symbol will lead you to its hidden meaning.
Thus the sequence of ideas implied by the letter-names is really an outline
of the principal doctrines of the Kabbalah. It is a real sequence, too, for
the very order of the letters is based upon the logical connection between
the implicits of each letter and those of the letters that immediately
precede and follow it in the series. Aleph (N) must be at the beginning,
because its name suggests ideas that are associated by every thinker with
the inception of the creative process. Tau must be at the end, because
everything that its name implies relates to completion.

To make sure that the order of the letters would not be changed,
each was given a numerical value. From Aleph (N) to Teth (tQ) inclusive,
they represent the digits from 1 to 9. The tens begin with Yad (~)and are
completed at 90 by Tzaddi (:.t). The four remaining letters, Qoph ~"),
Resh ('), Shin (0) and Tau (;') are the numbers 100, 200, 300 and 400.
Thus any Hebrew word may be represented by the total produced by
adding the values of its letters.

This fact is the foundation of what Kabbalists call gematria, and
gematria is the key to everything in the Kabbalah. The etymology of this
term is uncertain, although we know it comes from the Greek. Some
trace it to gramma, "a letter," or to grammateus, "a scribe." Others derive
it from geametria, "geometry." I incline to accept this, not only because
gematria is a system wherein letters are regarded as numbers, but also
because its full application to the mysteries of Occult symbolism depends
upon the fact that certain numbers are closely related to geometrical
figures and solids.

In its full development, gematria requires years to master. You will
find little difficulty, however, with its simpler processes. As soon as you
have learned the values of the twenty-two letters you should turn all the
Hebrew words in your lecture and ritual into numbers. Keep a special
loose-leaf notebook for this, and use a separate page for all the words
whose totals may be reduced to the same result. A simple way to begin
is to number twenty-two pages with the numbers of the Hebrew letters.
Later you will find it necessary to add pages for certain mixed numbers,
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like 13, 26, 65 and so on, which have particular significance in the
Kabbalah.

I just mentioned the reduction of numbers. This is a process much
employed in gematria. Sometimes it is called" contraction." Probably I
can make it clearer by illustration than in any other way. Suppose, for
example, that you wish to employ gematria to develop the meaning of
the divine name translated Jehovah in the English Bible. In Occult
literature it is usually called the Tetmgrammaton, because it is spelt with
four letters: Yod-He-Vznz-He(mM~). The sum of the values of these
letters is 26. No letter in Hebrew has this value; but if you add together
the digits, 2 and 6, the result is 8, and this is the value of the letter
Cheth (M). This method of adding the digits in a number is what is
meant by contraction or reduction. By means of it, any number, by
repeated contractions, may be expressed as one of the nine digits. This
digit is termed "the least number," and is supposed to represent the
essential meaning of the larger number from which it has been derived.

When you have contracted the value of the Tetragrammaton to 8,
and have thus identified the essential meaning of this name with the
letter Cheth (M),you have a most important clue to the secret significance
of the word Jehovah. The list of letter-names in your lecture shows that
Cheth (n) means "enclosure." Here is the starting-point for your inquiry.

Ask yourself, "Why is the name of the Lord of the Universe to be
compared to the word enclosure?" At this point you will do well to consult
your dictionary. Here you find that enclosure, as a verb, means the
separation of land from common ground, or from the land of others, by
a fence or barrier. As a noun the same word designates either that which
is enclosed-the field-or that which encloses-the barrier or fence.
Consider these ideas a little while, and you will see that they all imply
limitation, or the setting of boundaries. What has the idea of limitation
to do with that Infinite One whose Ineffable Name is the
Tetragrarnmaton? Simply this: The process by which the Lord of the
Universe begins to manifest His creative power is necessarily one of
self-limitation. The Originating Principle of the Universe is a power
that selects a particular point in space at which to begin, whenever it
initiates a period of creative activity. Since that Principle is infinite, it
must fill all space, or, in other words, what we call space must be the
limitless expanse of the presence of God. At a particular point in that
expanse the Limitless Light concentrates itself, and from the centre
thus established there follows an expansion of power. Thus
Tetragrammaton Himself may be regarded as the field of His own
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operation; and His Will-to-create may be thought of as the fence or
ba7Tier which determines the boundaries of His self-manifestation.

Thus your little experiment.irrgematria has fixed your attention upon
a particular conception of the Universe. It has made you reproduce in
your own mind the thought-process which long ago led the adepts of the
Kabbalah to formulate their doctrine of' concentrations,' which may be
briefly outlined as follows:

The Being of God Himself is the field of creative activity, and any particular
period of such activity begins with an act of self-limitation on the part of the
Creator. God begins by establishing boundaries. Hence, in the Oration
before the Opening of the Temple, we say: "Lord of the Visible World,
who hast by Thy supreme Power set limits to its magnitude, and hast
given special attributes unto the bounds and terminations thereof."

Gematria also enables you to explain one Kabbalistic term by another.
For example, the name of the first Sephirah, Kether, corresponds to the
number 620. The contraction of this number is also 8. This leads you to
seek for a correspondence between Kether, the Crown, and
Tetragrammaton, the Lord of the Universe. It is obvious, of course, that
the Crown is a symbol of the Ruler of all things. But there is a deeper
meaning, shown by the correspondence of Kether to the letter Cheth (n).
A crown encircles the head of its wearer. When we speak of the "head"
of the Lord of the Universe, we mean the mental quality of the Creative
Principle. What encircles, encloses, or limits that mental quality? What
can limit the Infinite Mind? Clearly, nothing but its own power of self-
direction, its absolute will. Thus you arrive at the very same conclusion
that Kabbalists express in their doctrine that Kether, the Crown, is the
Primal Will that governs all manifestations of the Limitless Light.

Farther down in your list of Sephiroth in the first lecture, you will
find Yesod, the Foundation. Add the numbers of its letters together and
you get 80. This can be explained in two ways: First, by the letter Pe (~),
which has 80 for its number; Second, by the letter Cheth (n), because 80
may be contracted to 8. Since we have been fixing our attention
particularly upon the implicits of Cheth (n), perhaps it will be better to
consider these first in connection with the meaning of Yesod. It will not
be necessary to go into details. You can all see that whatever begins the
creative process must also be regarded as its foundation, Yesod and Kether
are not two separate things. They are two aspects of a single reality. The
whole process is founded upon the Creative Principle's initial act of
self-limitation. This, I think, should be clear to all of you, without further

21



explanation. Let me, then, direct your attention to what is implied by
the correspondence between Yesod and Pe (.~).

The list of letter-names says that Pe (~) means "mouth." In Hebrew,
the noun Pe (~) is particularly referred to the mouth as the organ of
speech. It is derived from a verb which means to puff, that is, to
concentrate the breath. Now, in Hebrew, as in English, Latin, Greek
and Sanskrit, the word that means "breath" also means "life" or "creative
energy." Thus the word Pe (~), to every Hebrew, implies a concentration
of creative power in articulate speech. That this idea should be associated
with the Sephirah Yesod, or Foundation, is not surprising. When a
Kabbalist says, "Yesod is the letter Pe (~)," he means "The Foundation is
the Mouth," that is, "The basis of all manifestation is the utterance of
the Creative Principle." This is no other than the doctrine of the Neo-
Platonists, and of the Christian gospel:-"In the beginning was the Logos,
or Word."

I have elaborated these examples of gematria at the risk of wearying
you, that I might give you some idea of its importance to you in your
Occult studies. It is for you to apply similar methods to all the Hebrew
words in our lectures and rituals. To get the best results you should keep
a record of your work, and many of you may find it convenient to use a
loose-leaf notebook for this purpose.

A handy size is 8112 x 51f2, and books that open on the side are
preferable to those that open at the end. The book that I use cost sixty
cents, and extra fillers containing forty leaves are ten cents apiece. My
book is divided into twenty-two sections, one for each Hebrew letter,
indexed with Dennison's gummed index tabs. The first page in each
section is headed with a Hebrew letter, its transliteration in the Roman
alphabet, its number, and the Hebrew spelling, numeration, and meaning
of each letter-name. The Neophyte Lecture does not give the spelling of
the letter-names, but they may be found in Gesenius' Hebrew Grammar,
or in a Hebrew-English dictionary. The advantage of such a notebook is
its elasticity. Each section can be added to as much as you please, and
there is no danger of overlapping. For some years I used a separate
notebook of the ordinary kind for each Hebrew letter; but since I have
adopted this plan, I find that one book is quite sufficient for all the
material I have gathered.

Much of this material consists of notes taken from various books,
among which I may mention, as particularly useful to the Occult student,
the Jewish Encyclopaedia. Forlong's Faiths of Man, Inman's Ancient Faiths
and Ancient Names, Strong's Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible (which
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contains a dictionary of all the Hebrew and Greek words in the Old and
New Testaments), and the works of Eliphas Levi. I should caution you
that the books of Forlong and Inman are committed to the theory of the
phallic origin of religion, which no well-instructed Occultist can accept.
At the same time, they are valuable sources of information. As Madame
Blavatsky once said, they err only in their interpretations: nobody can
dispute their facts.

In addition to these notes I have a mass of material which has gradually
accumulated as the result of a practice I began some time since. I have
found it most useful to take the Hebrew letter-names as starting-points
for my daily meditation. Perhaps some of you may find this practice as
valuable as I have, so I shall explain how to go about it.

Suppose that tomorrow morning you begin to meditate upon the
letter-name Aleph (N), the Ox. First of all you must call up as clear a
mental picture of an ox as you can summon before your mind's eye. Do
not simply think of the word "ox." See a particular ox. See him doing
something-pulling a cart, for instance. If you find any difficulty in
visualizing an ox, it may be because you don't know just what one looks
like. Take pains to find out.

When you can see the ox, turn your thoughts to what oxen mean in
the part of the world where the Hebrew alphabet was invented. Very
likely you will remember the old Mosaic law, "Thou shalt not muzzle
the ox when he treadeth out the corn." You know, too, that the primitive
plows used to this day in many Eastern countries are always pulled by
oxen. Thus you will see that because they are used for everything from
plowing to harvesting, oxen are, to the Oriental mind, inseparably
associated with agriculture. They represent the whole science and art of
tilling the soil, and of producing plants and animals useful to man.

Now, agriculture is not only the foundation of all industry and
commerce, but it is also a type of man's whole endeavor to master his
environment. There is deep significance in the allegory of Genesis, which
says that the Lord made Adam a gardener. All through the Bible you
will find the Great Works symbolized by farming. The laws of the universe
are summarized in the laws of plant-growth, and behind the various
kinds of tree-worship there is a profound truth. In the Kabbalah great
emphasis is placed upon the Tree of Life, formed from the ten Sephiroth.
You need only glance through any good mythology to learn how deeply
the ancients venerated everything connected with agriculture.

In Rome, in Greece and in Egypt, farming was a religious exercise.
In every pantheon, the oldest gods are those of the fields and of things
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directly associated with farm life. Juno, or Hera, was originally a cow-
goddess, hence Homer called her "ox-eyed." Vesta, or Hestia, who
presided over the preparation of food, was daughter of Cronus, god of
harvests, and Rhea, who personified the reproductive power of the earth.
Minerva or Athena, is represented with a distaff. Ceres, or Demeter,
presided over growing vegetation; and she and her daughter, Persephone,
were the central figures of the mysteries at Eleusis. Diana, or Artemis,
was goddess of the woods, lakes and rivers. Venus, or Aphrodite, was
probably at first an Oriental goddess of vegetation and the reproduction
forces of nature. (Neophytes should remember that to Aphrodite the
rose is especially sacred.) Mars, or Ares, was the god of war, but he was
primarily the protector of fields. Mercury, or Hermes-the Egyptian
Thoth, to whom this Temple is dedicated=was a giver of increase to
herds, and the guardian of boundaries and roads, as well as the patron of
geometry, which science had its beginnings in the surveying of farmlands.
Jupiter, or Zeus, the giver of rain, probably owed his ruling position to
this fact. We are accustomed to think of Neptune, or Poseidon, as a sea-
god, but he was also the god of horses. Vulcan, or Hephaestus, god of
the terrestrial fire, was the patron of two arts immediately related to
agriculture-the working of metals, and the manufacture of pottery.
Finally, Apollo, the Sun, was anciently regarded as the fosterer of herds
and flocks.

He corresponds therefore to the Egyptian Osiris, who was worshipped
under the form of Apis, the sacred bull. Like Ceres, who in some respects
corresponds to Isis. Osiris was a corn-spirit, personifying the vegetative
energy of growing grain. Thus he is closely related to the Babylonian
Tarnmuz, and the legends of these two gods are very similar. To Tarnmuz,
also, bulls and oxen were sacred, as they were, again, to the Persian
Mithra, who was supposed to have captured and slain the divine bull
from whose body sprang all the plants and animals beneficial to man.
Osiris, Tammuz and Mithra are only different personifications of the
life-power of the sun, embodied in the forms of the vegetable kingdom, ~
and thus becoming the foundation of all human prosperity and progress.
This power the Greeks worshipped as the deity named Dionysos, Bacchus,
or Iacchos. He was an important figure in the Eleusinian mysteries, and
to him also the ox or bull was sacred.

All these ideas, and many others, will be suggested to you as you
meditate upon the meaning of the letter-name, Aleph (N). Set them
down in your notebook, at the end of your period of meditation. Meditate
on one name for six consecutive days, resting on the seventh. Each day,
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before beginning to practice, read what you have already recorded, and
begin your meditation with the definite intention of discovering
something new. Nobody can exhaust the significance of any single object
in six days, and if your meditation is barren of results that is a sure sign
that your determination is weak. Every practical Occultist must make
his mind obey him. This is difficult at first, but daily practice will soon
make it easy for you to hold your attention to the task in hand, which is
to forge a new link in a chain of ideas, of which the first link is the name
of a Hebrew letter.

Thus, you see, the fifth section of your Neophyte lecture provides for
nearly six months of practice in visualization, concentration, meditation,
and the discovery of analogies. If it offered nothing more, it is a basis for
the training of will, memory and imagination. By this means alone you
may go far toward "adopting and cultivating a mental condition worthy
of this Order."

Of especial importance is the clear visualization of each of the twenty-
two objects designated by the letter-names. This should take into account
the conditions of life in the Orient. Your mental picture for Beth (~), "a
house," must show the kind of a house they build in Palestine-not a
California bungalow, or a New York "brownstone front." When you
come to Teth (tQ), "the serpent," remember that our wisdom comes from
Egypt, and find out what snake the Egyptians venerated, and to what
deities they referred it. Do this with every letter. You will have to do
considerable research-work to make your mental picture definite but
the knowledge you will gain will repay you a thousandfold.

The Masters of Wisdom seldom teach anything that a pupil can find
out for himself. They give hints and clues in abundance, but we must
take the hints and follow the clues. In the preparation of our rituals and
lectures this rule has not been broken. What you get out of them depends
largely upon your willingness to work. If you have come into this Order
in the hope of finding pre-digested truth, you will be disappointed. The
secrets of nature are not explained in words of one syllable. If you realize
that such power and knowledge as this Order has to give cannot possibly
be offered to any but serious and persevering students, who are ready
and willing to go cheerfully through more or less downright drudgery to
attain their ends, you may hope to find the Light of Truth.

That Light is not something that can be communicated to you. You
will never receive it, for you already possess it. In the heart of hearts of
every human being lies concealed the Summum Bonum, Perfect Wisdom
and True Happiness. Our problem is to remove the veils of illusion.
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Right meditation and right action enable us to do this, and right action
is the fruit of right meditation. Thousands of years of experiment have
enabled the Masters of Wisdom who are the Secret Fratres of the A[lpha
et] O[mega] to determine what facts, what forms of words, and what
symbols are best adapted to lead the human mind from the chaos of
sense-illusion to the order of true spiritual knowledge. These facts, and
words, and symbols you will find in our lectures and rituals; but you
must work out their hidden meaning for yourselves. Nobody can tell
you. The Great Arcanum is said to be indicible, not because there is
any human prohibition against telling it, but simply because there are
no words to convey it. May you all be led by the Spirit of Wisdom to the
attainment of that supreme realization, that "pure gold, clear as glass,"
which is the crown of the Great Work to which the Lord of the Universe
calls us, his little children.

Note:
1. This address by Paul Case was printed as a 20 page pamphlet. On the back
cover it gave three Golden Dawn addresses in the United States where you
could write and purchase a copy for twenty five cents - "On proof of Membership
in the Order." The names and addresses were given as follows:
"These Pamphlets May be Obtained From
Geo[rge] W. Wiggs, 3020 Lake Park Ave., Chicago, Ill.
Michael Witty, 15 Hamilton Place, New York, N.Y.
H.A. Graves, 1256 E. 58th St., Los Angeles, Calif.-D.K.
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An Address to Neophytes 0°=0°

Delivered in the Ptah Temple, No. 10

Philadelphia - Autumnal Equinox - 24 September 1921

by V.H. Nunc et Semper [Lilli Geise]

Very Hon[oured] Fellow-Chiefs and Fratres and Sorores,
It is with great pleasure indeed that I am present for the first time in a

Temple, the progress of which I have watched for many months.
My special interest in it came of course at first through the fact that

your V.H. Imperatrix, Soror Aude Sapere [Ms. Elma Dame] is not only my
old friend and fellow-student, but has since last spring been sharing my
Apartment in New York. This has brought us closely together and from her
I have heard so much of the Ptah Temple, that I feel as if I know you all
personally. So I have looked forward with great anticipation to this meeting,
wanting to assure you, that although not present here very often on the
Physical plane, I am one with you and follow the progress of each member
with great interest.

To those who are here to-right for the first time and also to those of the
older members, who may not yet have been penetrated perhaps by the
great importance of this work and of the Guidance, which brought each of
you in touch with it, I want to say today as one speaking from personal
experience; "make the studies of the Knowledge offered to you here, not
only part of your life, but the most important factor in it." That does not
mean that you have to devote all day or many hours a day to the work.
Very few of us are in a position to give more than a short time daily to
study, but even with half an hour or 20 minutes a day remarkable progress
can be made.

But what I mean is: let the short time you can devote to it, be the
happiest time of your day. While you do the copying of Rituals and lessons,
which seems a drudgery at first, realize every minute that you have now
entered on the Path to a new World. A Path, which it needs courage and
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great perseverance to follow to the end, but which is leading to a goal more
sublime, than you, and in fact all of us, can realise yet.

I myself, who have been a member of this Order for several years, have
known from experience, that there are times of great discouragement.

Our lessons at first do not seem to contain such mysterious things and
wonderful revelations, as we hoped for, when we came to our first Initiation.
Our Rituals seem complicated or vague, and one is so easily tempted to ask:
"What is it all good for?"

Dear Fratres and Sorores, let me tell you that notwithstanding all these
former thoughts, I would not make one hour of the work undone and that the
Path, even the short wayIhave travelledon it myself,has brought more happiness
and understanding into my life, than I had hoped for.

Members of the Second Order today, have had ample proofs of the results
which can be obtained by perseverance in the study of our Manuscripts,
and that understanding and control of Forces of the Universe can be obtained,
the existence of which is as yet unknown to the world at large.

The inner urge in all of us is, and has always been, to learn to understand
the Law of our Being, the relation to our fellow-man, the finding of a way to
perfect Harmony and Balance in our daily lives, which will not only make
us good students of book-knowledge, but help us to be happy and satisfied
while performing all our little, often menial tasks of the day.

Ifwe can find a Philosophy which has practical results and which enables
us to understand just why we have to do all these things and why we have
so many troubles and worries, and how we can overcome them and learn to
see beauty in all Creation, than we can truly call ourselves happy and useful
to others.

In the symbolism of these Rituals you will find plain, helpful truths the
more you attend the meetings and study them closely.

Clothed in ancient and often flowery language, hard to unravel in many
parts, are hidden the simple truths, known in all ages, and the very things
we are all anxious to learn.

To give just one example, which your Very Hon[oured] Imperatrix has
undoubtedly brought before you many a time and with which I will not
delay you long, for you have had a hard evening behind you.

The most important symbols of the Rituals, which are the PiUars. A
Black Pillar and a White Pillar. What is the first thing they convey to you?
Opposites!

Now the whole Universe is made up of these two opposites. Everything
which exists, visible or invisible, is made up of two Polarities. The Great
Secret which is to harmonize our lives, and which holds good in every
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phase of it, is Equilibrium, the understanding how to obtain balance. That is
meant with the straight and narrow way, the Path between the Pillars.

Not to chose the White only or the Black one, but to know both and
bring the two in harmony. Ju~t~s we know that only through darkness can
we understand light, that only through knowing heat, can we realise what
cold is, that mercy alone is weakness, unless counter-balanced by severity
in its place, and many dozens of instances, which would take me hours to
describe.

To ignore one of the two great Forces and try to discard it, to cling to the
White Pillar and turn our back on the Black one, is of no use. They both
exist, one makes the other possible so to say, and Balance is the keynote of
the greatest secret of all ages, the study of which is here, with many other
phases of knowledge, brought to our attention.

The reconciliation of opposites is also the key to all practical Occultism.
It is here symbolised by the Hegemon, who sits between the two Pillars. It
applies to all things on every Plane, and the fact that it does so, is one of
the reasons, why the secrets of the ancient Science of Correspondences are
forever concealed from the profane.

The Initiations given at our meetings are the symbols and
correspondences of the Tnze Initiations, and as it is written in a book on
Alchemy, that you must have gold to make it, so is it true, that no matter
how many ceremonies you attend, they will not give you the quintessence,
unless you can find the First Matter in yourselves.

Let me ask you, who have entered here today for the first time, not to
misjudge the work of the first grades, by its apparent simplicity of subjects,
all of which are generally known in the outer world. To understand the
Rosicrucian Teaching and later its practical application, you have to learn
this new language of symbolism, which has been known to Occultists of all
nations in all ages.

Learn the simple foundations well, even if you can not see at first why it
isnecessary. I can assure you, that every single word or letter in it, thoroughly
understood and remembered, will not only make your later practical work
easier, but is the only way to make it possible.

Also try to make all the drawings and diagrams to illustrate your books.
No matter how hard it may be at first, and how poor your attempts look to
you, perseverance in all our tasks is absolutely essential. Here again I can
assure you from personal experience, that at present I can draw and paint
fairly well, anything which is in the manuscripts, and only three years ago,
I had never touched a brush or mixed paints. This work has become now a
real pleasure to me and so it will become a pleasure for you.
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Let me further impress on you, that since we are on the way to study-
great and wonderful Forces of nature, and the only Law which governs
them and our lives as well, Cosmic Law, we must raise our consciousness
and the grooves in which our thoughts have run until now, to a higher and
broader level, which alone makes us worthy to become partakers in the
Sacred Mysteries.

From now or we have no time anymore, to judge and criticise our fellow-
man or fellow-student. We all have the same goal in view, and what road
one chooses to learn life's lessons and come in contact with his own Higher
Self, should be of no interest to another.

It is up to each one himself or herself, to regulate his conduct in life, for
he alone knows all the inner motives and causes of his actions. What is
right for one person, may be entirely wrong for another. Also what was
right at one time in his life, may be entirely wrong ten years later.

With our inner growth through many hard lessons, comes the
understanding of what is really right or wrong, and also that of the Inner
Teaching of the Rosicrucian Order.

We cannot go wrong, if we train ourselves to do the best we can each
day, without fear or worry of what the next day will bring.

The development of the highest in us, the cultivation of deeds, words
and actions, which are constructive only, combined with our various
professions and Occult Studies, keep us too busy to interfere with others,
except to give help and comfort when we are asked for it.

When we learn to look upon the world from a Cosmic point of view,
when we realize that each of our incarnations is only one tiny link in the
eternal chain or one class in the school of life, we will understand that we
are all brothers and sisters, even the greatest criminal. He is only younger
than we, and has not yet gone through as many classes. Some day we will
all reach the same goal, and our daily lives are made up of nothing but
lessons, and our happiness depends on the value and proportion we ourselves
put on everything which happens to us.

The knowledge of the whole Universe is hidden in our own being, so let
us begin to uncover it and bring it out, with true love and fraternity for our
fellow, travellers on the same road.
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An Address to Neophytes 0°=0°

of the Hermetic Order of the Stella Matutina

New Zealand - No date

by G.H. Maim Chioth [Harriet Felkin] 7°=4°

To most people the word "Occult" or "Occultism" has something
mysterious and at once terrifying and grotesque. The average man scorns
anything Occult, and as for Magic, he says it is all hanky panky tricks.
The word "Occult" means that which is hidden, that which is secret, it
has nothing to do with what is called Magic.

The true Occultist concerns himself very little with magical practices.
You may not realise that for many Centuries the Occultists were the
Scientists of the World; all the Scientific knowledge we have today
comes from the Occultists-Mathematics, Chemistry, Astronomy,
Medicine, are only a few of the things that the Occultist 10,000 years
ago practised; then they were secret, but today they are open to all, but
Occultism has taken a different attitude.

These things are open now, you can learn them in the schools. We
do not all need to learn the way through Science today; rather Occultism
seeks to teach the reality of the Spiritual World.

There is no truth that has not many sides; that which is true of the
Material Plane is true also on the Spiritual Plane, but if we fix our eyes
firmly on the earth so that we forget the Heavens our feet cling to the
earth and our eyes are veiled by the clouds of materialism, and our ears
are deaf to the deep note of the Spirit. We must plant our feet firmly on
the earth, but keep ours eyes on the hills "from whence cometh our
aid." Thus we must find and hold aloft the light, the lamp, and True
Wisdom.
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In joining the Order you have to learn, that not only are you given
certain work to do, but you are also given a habit of thought to cultivate;
you have to learn to think, not of your self as an individual, but as a part
of the whole, not only think of "I am" but "we are." Remember that
your own work, your own progress, your own development, is an intrinsic
part of the whole Order, so the whole Order itself is a part of the Great
Whole. More than that you have to learn to realise that your whole unit
is but a unit of the Universe.

You have to learn to think Cosmically, and for that reason you are
given Astrology to study. You are apt to think at first that Astrology
belongs to the old worn out superstitions of the ages; just as the average
man regards the Alchemist as a man who wasted his time and life in
seeking impossible attainment. The Alchemist was the fore-runner of
the great Chemists of today. The difference between the Chemist and
Alchemist consisted in that the Chemist deals with the elements of the
Material World, while the Alchemist dealt not only with the Material,
but with the Spiritual. Alchemy seeks not merely to reduce the Material
to its elements, not only to transmute the baser metals into gold, but
more, to transmute the character; that which is Material into that which
is Spiritual.

Just in the same way with Astronomy, and Astrology, the Astrologer
regards not only the World as part of the Solar System, not only the
Solar System as part of the whole Universe, but also that each individual
Star has a Spiritual counterpart, and this is the system, the habit of
thought you are asked to consider-that the Material World that lies
about us has within it a Spiritual counterpart, the whole Universe is a
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manifestation of Spirit, and we are really but particles of the Great
Whole.

Dwell no longer on the thought of "I" but remember that "I" is the
central letter of Christ, and we really must become merged in the Great
Christ of the Universe. That is an extraordinary thought when you
realise it, that the whole of Creation is bound together, that nothing is
so small as to be of no importance and nothing is so great as to be
independent. We are all bound together by the bond of Love.
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To most of those who join this Order, there has come previously the
experience that they seem to have come to an end of things. They have
gotten stuck, the ordinary sources of help and teaching seem to have
fallen away from them; just at this time they feel most deserted and
cannot manage the opposition, then they come to us. To these there are
three distinct points: First, the Order presents a different system of
training and study to anything before experienced, and as the Neophyte
progresses he will find that the system is not merely teaching him certain
facts-it is acting as a focus, throwing all that he has learned and studied
into position, more, this is often through apparent failure.

When an Artist is painting often it happens the picture becomes
vague and hazy; standing back and looking at it he sees the defect, then
puts one touch, all that is necessary to make the picture beautiful. That
is what the Order does to our lives. It gives the final touch-the Higher
Life.

In the Second place, life becomes more interesting because the Order
offers personal Teachers. When we come to a hard place we can say
"help me over it," and he is bound to help.

The Order offers not only teaching, but help and friendship that
makes the teaching of true value.

Thirdly, the Order introduces us to friends and comrades, others like
ourselves seeking after truth and anxious for progress. Among them we
find those who are interested in similar things to ourselves, we can be
with them yet do not need to make conversation, walk with them and
not need to talk, this is true comradeship.

The Fourth point is hard to the Neophyte. Those who have passed
on, and those who persevere find that in progress of time they are
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themselves Divine, the powers, the faculties which were before asleep
are awakened. This is where the Order is of so much assistance. All
have some place, those that are Clairvoyant, and those that are not all
work and await the Wand of the Magician. When the Candidate is
ready the Magician will touch him with his Wand.
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In joining this Order you will find that you have entered a
brotherhood. Now if you belong to a family of brothers and sisters in the
outer World, you will know that there is a peculiar relationship which
has no parallel elsewhere. Brothers and sisters need not love each other,
they may even dislike one another, but there is a bond, a mutual
comprehension among them, and that is what we desire in this Order,
that the members should have a mutual comprehension and readiness
to help when required.

The training has two bases. In the first place, it is based on a triangle
which is the first of the solid. There is the system of rituals which we
call grades and which mark each step in advancement. There is a course
of study, and there is more especially the practice of meditation. Most
people can study, the majority of people can carry out ceremonial, but
in my experience almost everybody finds real meditation extremely
difficult. It is not merely a form of thought, it is reaching out from that
which you know to that which is beyond your knowledge. Subsequently
there is the Order's teaching and training which is co-ordinated with
what is called the Kabbalistic Tree of Life. You may be familiar with the
term already or you may have read of the Kabbalah. It is not secret. We
cannot say that any of the Order's teaching is strictly secret. You will
probably find it here and there in books, but the Order itself is a secret
Society and the secrecy is part of its strength.

Now the Tree of Life corresponds to a great extent to the constitution
of Man. If you have studied Theosophy you will be familiar with the
Seven Principles, but in the Order we go a little further and teach that
there are Ten Principles and that each principle is a necessary and
essential part of the whole Man. The physical body forms the basis on
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which all the rest are built up, but you cannot jump from the Physical to
the Spiritual and discard the Astral, the egoic or psychic. They all have
there part in the evolution qf.Man and all are necessary to the complete
evolution of the human being, it is true that we share the Etheric with
the plants and animals and the Etheric and Astral with the animals.

It is only when we reach beyond these that we come to the purely
human kingdom but it is just as well to remember no matter how far
man is advanced, that he is still one of the animals and has an animal
nature. He should be in sympathy with those whom we call the lower
animals. When I look at a cat or dog or horse, especially the horses, I
notice how perfectly beautiful they are, how completely they fulfil their
vocation in their own state. I wonder if they are in advance of human
beings. The human being is a long way from the goal set before him by
our Lord Jesus Christ, but because of its incarnation we are but only
animal and we are also Divine.
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A human being is made of three divisions-the body, the soul and
the spirit. You learn as you proceed in the Order that each of these has
its own sub-division, but to begin with you may realise that for complete
development each of the three must have its own form of nourishment.
We desire to obtain perfect health on all planes. You are given for the
body the practice of rhythmic breathing, and for the repose of the mind
you are given study and meditation, but for the Spirit it is impossible to
give directly, that can only be sustained by indirect means. The food of
the Spirit is the truth and the recognition of the Divine; the truth being
too great to be expressed in words can only be shadowed forth by the use
of ritual and symbol awaking in your own aura an awareness as your own
response to truth becomes greater and clearer to your consciousness.

Remember that the physical brain is only the instrument by which
thought can enter the consciousness. The physical body is the basis
through which the Spirit may function on the Material plane and it is
by the use of aspiration that we can reach up to the Spiritual plane and
understand that which lies beyond expression.

The Order is not a school, but it is a method of training. We do not
undertake to teach or direct you, but we do offer a means of training by
which you can develop yourselves. We have no control over you, you are
not children to be punished, and as human beings you have charge of
yourselves, and those who in advance of you are ready to help when you
seek help, but never to interfere. You are here because you are already
aware that the world of the Spirit is greater and more important than the
Material and so believe that in entering the Order you are on the way to
obtain a knowledge of the Truth.
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Appendix A

Allocution in the Grade of Neophyte 0°=0°

of the Hermetic Order of the Stella Matutina

Fratres et Sorores, holding all grades of the Order, by the power to
me transmitted by the Wardens [or Chiefs] of this Temple, I invite you
tohear with recollected hearts the Allocution by G.H. (Sacramentum
Regis) [A.E. Waite] belonging to the Grade of Neophyte. And you, our
Brother, who have been this day received among us, to you we address
more especially these few wordswhich, we trust will abide in your memory
and will perform their office within you to your own and to our advantage.
We have invoked upon you the Morning Redness, Gold of Morning,
even the Extended Light, and we feel that within the peaceful abode of
this Order you may find not only an abode of spiritual contemplation
apart from the outer world of our daily solicitude, but a sanctuary where
the symbols of the secret knowledge may bring you some radiance or
reflection of the direct light which shines in the Temple of the Light-
that Temple which is not entered with earthly feet or seen with the
veiled eyes of this body of our mortality. We trust also that the Order
may become to you one of those hearths and homes around which the
love of brotherhood is gathered-that love which does not fail us in the
hour of inward need. In this respect we are pledged to you whom we
have admitted, as you are pledged to us: we ask you to remember this, as
we also remember, and among the last things which we can offer to you
at this time is the maxim in chief of "Fraternity founded on Consanguinity
of Spirit." Brother, the keys of all the greater mysteries are committed to
the hands of love.

And now as regards the experience through which you have just
passed, we have no occasion to remind you that in the physical order we
come forth from darkness into light, and that in the intellectual order
most comparisons between light and darkness are an economy of our
real meaning. The progress of the Candidate from the one to the other
state in the Grade of Neophyte is understood among us in a particular
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sense, which at the same time has a certain natural analogy with the
more usual meaning. The birth of the soul in our consciousness is like
birth into physical life. As the life of the Candidate anteceded his
reception into the Order, so the soul which is within us antecedes that
moment when it issues, as it were, from its concealment within us and
begins to manifest by its operation. This is the beginning of the
supernatural life, of the life of grace, and hereof is the whole Grade a
symbol. When the desire of the House of the Lord awakens within us
our passage from darkness has already begun: we have been called to the
living Beauty: that which is termed among us the Lamp of the Hidden
Knowledge has been uplifted and proceeds before us on the way. It is
the experience of those who are our precursors in the ascent of the Holy
Mountain. Through the keen air of high aspiration, as in the uplifted
region of the mind, may we pass into that world of flame, wherein are
the sons and daughters of desire. When desire and aspiration have
attained their term in us, may there be communicated at length that
bread and even the salt which are types of the earth no longer, but the
food of souls. May we drink of that Wine reserved for those who are
athirst in the Kingdom of our Father. The lustrations are many, and the
consecrations also are many, looking for that time when God shall cleanse
us from our sins with living Water, pouring through the chambers of the
mind, and our hearts with that Fire which being enkindled in earth
shall in the end carry us to heaven. I I

We are dealing, Brethren, and shall continue to deal henceforward,
not alone with the question of religion, but with its heart and centre
behind all external differences of systems and churches and sects. The
Grades of the Smaragdum Thalasses Temple of the Order of the Stella
Matutina are the grade of our progression in God, and in these-as in
those which we take in that other and not less symbolical progression of
daily life-it rests with us whether they shall remain symbolism, or
whether we shall pass in them, and they shall pass in us, into the actual
region of experience. It is because of that infinite realm which lies behind
the woven circle of official religion that you are counselled in this Grade
to the respect the forms thereof. The external churches are doors which
open for many if not indeed for you, and there is perchance one of them
which for you also may open, into the places of peace-into the light
which in fine will enlighten every man who comes into this world.
Looking unto which region, and remembering the term of our desire, let
us pray that we all who are inheritors of a dying world may enter into
another heritage in the world without end.




